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IPITNEIAL

@hia 1s thg 1ast gg}_;;uédérﬁthejﬁ§§§5rt edi*er. T{ the gueniity of
ﬂg;ggg ‘bas been rather slim ta thﬁ 1agt year, Lt ig due to ths tuct that

Rbéer s (éhe editor included) are mo"u,tntﬂreste& ia goirg on trips than
in writing about them. ‘T believe that tbis is~th9 proper apivifl(%heugh-

it makes the editor's’ jeob mora difficult), since the trips and not the-

trip reports are the purpose of the club. r

. N ‘j,”

i * T

I‘,B... WARM sommw

. A trip to bhe Smokies. Intersession. ;965

¥

After a 3 hour’ game of musical apartments, (the accepted ROC method
of preparing for & trip at the last moment?*the infamous, scurvy, grubdby,
éte., crew of Jeff Duncan, Jim Hill, Mike Hustdn, and yours truly in

- winter absurdities left Troy on & chilly Satupday afternoon and proceeded

south with nefarious’ intent, - Ever onward we drove xhrough Penngylvania,
through Maryland, through the famous Shenandoah Valley of Virginia--scene .
of the daring military strategies of Stonewall Jackson (come to attention
when you hear that neme, son.).. Without further digresgion, we finally
reached the Great Smoky Mountain National Park late Sun¢ay afternoon.

With high spirits we set out from Newfound Gap (5048') toward Indian Gap
shelter. With slightly dampeded spirite we returned LT the car after
finding that Indian Gep shelter had burned down in times past.

After & restful night in a roadside camping area, we presented ourselves
and our“equipment for inspection by one of the rangers. The clothing
requirements were not too stiff--someofie ontfitted for the Boy Scout —  — —
Jamboree could possibly have recelved their dlessing. Later‘on ‘that day
we snowshoed into the Icewater Springs shelter where we speni an unexpectedly
cold night, as the temperature dropped below zero. On Tuesday we niadte an ' !
eleven mile trip up to the top of Mount Le Conte (6593'). 1t was a beautiful,
cold, e€lear day with eight inches of snow over a six inch base. The view
extended for scores of miles acrose the hilly ;owlands of Eastern Tennessee.
We spent the night at Icewater Springs agein--a ‘marvelous spot with a clear
gpring and a view of the Pisgal Mountains. right from fhe front of the
shelter.

ON WEDNESAY THE CREW MOVED OVER ro Moumr COL!NG BHELTER ALONG THE TRAIL
LEADING UP CLINGMAN'S DomE, THIS WAS IN PREPARATION FOR THE LAST DAY's
cLims up CLinamAN'S Dowe (6643') 1TseLr, AS WE LEFY THE PARK ON THUBSDAY
EVENING WE MADE THE: REGRETFUL MISTAKE OF VISITING GAFLINBURG (OLD “HeERpkEE~-
INDIAN NAME MEANING "Hear Big TourisT TRAP. AT, NATIOWAL PAark ENTRANCE")
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MATTER, THOUGH, BECAUSE THERE WASN 't ANY?HlNG TO SEE EXCEPT FLYING SNOW,
THE . TEMPERA TURE wAs BETWEEN S ANQ. !0 DEGREES, AND THE WIND. WAS ESTIMATED:
AT 50 MPH. UNDER GONDITIONS LIKE THESE A KIND qr MADNESS GRIPS, THE-HUMAN SOULj !
IT WAS GREAT FUN 10 BATTLE A WIND THAT, wAs STRONQ -ENOUGH TO PUSH .YOU .UP THE.
VERY MOUNTAIN, : Y ‘ Er
ON THE SUMMAT THE SUN ACTUALLY PEEKED THRQUGH FOR A FEW sscouos.$ !N STRANGE
CONTRAST ‘TO THE WILDNESS oursvoz, 1T WAS PERFECTLY CALM AND QUIET N THE-SUMMIT
SHELTER, WHICH WAS IN, THE LEE OF THE PEAK. WE RESTED THERENFOR A FEW.MINUTES :AND
ATE A BITE OF .FOOD Bsrons HEADING - oow~.v We aoT BACK TO THE .LoJ BEFORE DARK, -
FOLLOWING A SWIFT, BUT UNEVENTFUL DESCENT.
On FRIDAY, WITH WEARY BONES AND WET EQUIPMENT, THE ROC weENT HOME. AS
MIGHT BE EXPECTED, THE GOLLOWING WEEK HAD BEAUTIFUL WEATHER FOR MOUNTAINEERING.

.Dave Ravymonp

GlANT AND ROCKV PEAK\R!DGE

. . S e e e L

IN s°ITE oF A PAlNFULLY SLOW DEPARTURE FRQM IRov, Two CARLOApS or l.ﬁng
ENTHUSIAST!C PEAKBAGGEPS ARR!VED AT CHAPEL Pono ABQUT NINE o'oLock. SAruaOAv
MORNING, ' |IT-WAS COLD-AND ovencnsr.: THERE WAS AN INCH OR. Two OF -SNOW..ON. THE
GROUND AND cousuoeaAaLs 1ce lN THE TRAlk AND {ON.THE RIPGE, WE-FOLLOWED TO THE
SUMMIT, . | ‘ - . sl

Ve- FOLLowso THE GIANT RlDGE TRAlL up To G!ANr's WAsHBowL. FROM Tuls Poyur
ON WE GLIMBED IN TWO eReups., TIHe FASTER GROUP REACHED THE. suunlt AN HOUR BEFORE-
THE SLOWER GROUP, LOOKING TOWARD THE HIGH PEAKS, THERE WAS EBSENTIALLY -NO .. & -
ViEWe SURPRISINGLY 50 FOR ADIRONDACK CLOUDS, THOSE BWIRLING AROUND THE GREAT
RANGE SEEMED TO BE UNUSUALLY CONSTIPATED, THEY OBVIOUSLY WANTED TO SNOw, BUT
COULON'T!

THE CLIMB DOWN OVER THE LEDGES TO THE CoL BETWEEN GIANT AND RocCKkY wAs tcv,
AND ALTHOUGH WE DIDN'T NEED TO USE A ROPE, .IT WAS REASSURING TO HAVE ONE ALONG,
THE CLIMB TO THE SUMMIT OF RockY PEAK TOOK ABOUT FORTY=FIVE MINUTES, IT wAs
WINDY AND-VERY .COLD ON -THE SUMMIT OF - rRocky PEAK, AND. THE . 46=R CELEBRATION WAS
POSTPONED UNTIL LATER, - : -

, RETURNING TO THE COL, WE oescenpzp ntn:cer INTQ, THE VALLEV GEPARATING THE"
GIANT RIDGE FROM THE ROCKY PEAK RIDGE., WE S80ON ENTERED A RECENT SLIDE TRACK AND
THE MAIN BROOK LEAD{NG DOWN. 10 CHAPELPQND. Quite: suoo;uuv, THE .CLOUDS FOUND
"RELEEF, AND.A MAJOR snoerLL "ENCOMPASSED US,o . . . .

DARKNE8$ FELL, AND’ AN HOUR OR 80 LAIER WE RAN INTO A PROBLEM. THE STREAM
WE HAD ae:N FOkLOWING HAp cur OUT A HANGING VALLEY, THE .WALLS -OF WHICH WERE
exraeueuv sTEEP. CTHE IMMEDIATE onop WAS ABOUT FIETY FEET AND NEARLY VERTICAL .
By wAY OF SOLUTlON we RETREATED  GOMEWHAT AND OLIMBED HIGH ;ONTO . THE BOUTHERSTERN
S810Es WE WERE.THEN ABLE ro FOLLow A RIDGE DOWN TO A POINT ON THE STREAN JUST
ABOVE ROUTE 73, WE RETURNED TO THE CARS AT NINE P, M, AND RETURNED TO TRQY THE
SAME NIGHT. -THE FOLLOWING WERE ON THE TR!P. ABeLson, BAKER, BOWMAN, .CLEMENTS,
FROESE, STETSON, Husron, AND TAFT. . . SR . S
_ Te M, Husqu, TRlP LEADER
EottoatAL (BB : :

! GUESS THIS |RN ACTUALLY COULD BE CALLED:"A Ftnst AND " A LAst. 21T SEEMS
THAT SINCE THE LAST CAIRN CAME OUT A CHANGE HAS BEEN ‘MADE, . THE"ROC HAS A NEW
CALIRN EDIT-OR-souETHnnex S0, DAVE AND |. DECIDED TO "PUT TH1S BAIRN OUT JOINTLY,"
weLe, ¢ euess 'YOUR - NEW CAJRN EDITOR. FSLONG WINDED (VSUALLY) BUT SHORT PENCILED, -

80 HERE ENDS EOITORIAL Ui,
’Dﬂéﬁ/? iE%é:;/




»5Kl‘AREA. TH1S 1S INDEED A MARVELOUS 'SPOT WITH A HORRENDOUSLY GIGANTIC:
LODGE, AN EXCITING KiDDIE LAND, A-FRAMES COMPLETE WITH PICTURE WINDOWS AND
LINCOLN BONTINENTALS, AND INTRWGING PLASTING MODELLING MACHINES THAT TURN our
A REPLICA OF SMOKEY THE BEAR FOR 25 CENTS4 THE ONLY THING LACKING IS A
REASONABLE SK1 RUN, _ :

A HIGHLIBHT OF THE TRIP WAS THE STOP AT A RESTAURANT N NEwPORT, TENNESSEE
caLLeD THE CofFFee Pov, EfGHTY CENTS BOUGHT A FULL MEAL AND AS MUCH WELL~BREWED
COFFEE AS ONE COULD HOLD., | CONSERVATIVELY DRAN® TEN CUPS., By FRIDAY
AFTERNOON THE GANG WAS BACK IN TROY AGAIN, PARTLY PURGED OF OUR WINTER MADNESS,

Vic BakEeR

TYME®*

ALL vHE FUN STARTED AT 9:d45 (onLY 75 MiINUTES LATE) on Fes, 27, wHEN LEe
MiTCHELL, ARMAND AND BETTY CATELL! AND | LEFT FOR THE SMLTH SQUARE DANCE,

RTT SMTTH*wt*vu?ntv*vw'w1+ﬁvﬂﬁ1nr4hnnvrwﬂkfen*ﬁe»Aﬁeﬁews»—HAas~De£9k9~4nLL~e;

ROC) Fay Kennarp, S0C, anp Gavy (or 1s tT Jov?) MiLLer MHOC, ALL LEFT ‘FOR

Mr. SucerLoaF, A 709 roor mounTain (?) nNear Sunoeriamp, Mass, THERE 15 A ROAD
GOING UP THIS PIMPLE SO MOST OF US TOOK tf; "HOWEVER, ARMAND AND HANS WENT
STRAJGHT UP. THE ROAD WAS QUITE 1ICY, AND THE TRIP UP WAS COMPARATIVELY SLOW,
ON THE wAY. DOWN, HOWEVER, 1T WAS GREAT FUN. ' THE ROAD WAS SLIPPERY AND SEVERAL
PEOPLE WERE SILLY ENOUGH TO 8LIDE pown (tncrLuces ME) We THEN WENT Yo tHE
SQUARE DANcE. o . : + :

Jim DRAKE

WINTER SCHOOL -

i

In SPITE OF A DISMAL HAIN, THE ROC LEFT TROY FOR WINTER SCHOOL THE DAY
AFTER CHRISTMAS, AFTER THE USUAL CONFUS{ON, WE S8ET UP OUR:TENTS SOMEWHERE
BETWEEN A DR!PP!NG SKY AND THE MUDDY ‘GROUND » (DANG CLOSE TO THE MUDBY GROUND,
tF You MusT!) f
THIS WAS MY FIRST FLING AT "REAL" WINTER MOUNTAINEER!NG‘
AND GEE GUYS, WHERE DID THE WINTER G8? 1T WENT TO SEATYLE OF ALL PLACES, WHERE &
THEY NEVER HAVE WINTER. |7 DIDN'T REALLY GEY COLD FOR THE WHOLE TRIF, (lT

_WAS ONLY BELOW ZERO ONE MORNING) AND 1T RAINED ONCE AGAIN DURING THE WEEK, GIM{ING
_THE_MUD A SOMEWHATiTHlNNER ‘CONSESTENCY,. [T DID ACTUALLY SNOW" ONEE ‘OR TWICE,

AND SOME GOOD TRIPS DID GO OUYT, PEOPLE WERE CLINMBING BOTH ALGONQUIN -AND TROQUOS
IN THE SMX SAME DAY, ON ONE 'CLEAR 'DAY THERE WAS €VEN AN ROC picNiC ON TOP oF

PHELPE . .

OCCASIONALLY PEOPLE DID RUN INTO WINTER, THOUGH, AN ARUNDALE=TYPE TRIP
FOUND 1T ON MARCY THE DAY BEFORE NeEw YEAR'S. IT WAS A BLUSTERY DAY AT HART Lake,
SINCE WE WERE LOOKING AT A COLD FRONT FROM THE REAR, SOON AFTER WE PASSED
MARCY DAM 1T BEGAN TO SNOW, CONDITIONS WERE PERFECT FOR WALKING, SINCE THE
1CE, WHICH BY THEN WAS COVERED WITH ABOUYT 8IX INCHES OF SNOW, HAD BEEN ROTTED
BY THE PREVIOUS DAY'S RAIN,

WE-GOT To PLATEAU LEANTO W’THOUT INCIDENT, AND AFTER A LIGMTNING STOP

. WE- THUNDERED UP 'THE SuMmMiT CONE( } COULDN'T RESIST! )s As sooN AS wE GOT ABOVE
. TREELINE, A BLASY OF. WIND" HYT US, AND WE'PUT ON' PACE MASKS..: | QUICKLY DISCOVERED

THAT GLASSES WERE USELESS. SINCE THEY SOON FROSTED OVERs THAT REALLY DIDN'T

A
*FOR LACK OF ANYTHING £LSF TO cALL 17! (QuoTH Jim ORAKE,.)



Vassar Square Dance

Bright and early, T7A.M,, 20 February 1965, Armand Batelli pulled
up in the parking lot behind the E dortisi Jim Drake and I climbed
in and we were off--glmost--but first back up to Armand's to pick
up Betty Catelli andthe lunch (very important,)

Two hourslater, we rolled into Vassar, wondering if we had made
it in time to get in on any trips. dJohn Sidle was just leaving,

"Meet you in Phoenicial" he yelled and took off, So we went
back borth again, andin Phoenicia, joined the string of VW's and
a stray Mustang and Rambler -~ All ofus then proceeded up to Westkill,
in the north western Catskills, The intended victim ofour assault
was Balsam Mountain, but one across the road to the west looked
higher and steeper-~except for a ling ridge down toward our side,

. We climbed up in two anda half hours, passing sme fresh bear
tracks on the way. - The only problem was tia t thesmow had.a heavy
crust--so heavy that it he@ld you up on every other step. The hike
was like walking with one foot on a curb for several miles--always
up and down. Big Jim had another problem-~he always broke through.
The summit was a wide flat area, cobered with an open woods which
tended to reduce the view somewhat, There was no haze at all, so
the view between trees was great. We were back down in an hour,

At the time no one knew what the mountain was called, But,
there were suggestions like: Big Wide Flattop? Jim called it Couchie,
Somehow Armand failed ta get up this one, too. He had started up
the steep side and got turned back by icy ledges, and didn't get
all the way up following our tracks before time ran out. The State's
booklet Catskill Trails calls it Holecott Mtn., (3L420ft).

Then we returned to Vassar, On the way we passed the Ashokan
Resevoir, which ws almost empty. The level is down 20 feet or more,
and bars are sticking out all over the bottom,

There was a square dance attached to a large number of circle
dances and assorted other folk dances, The square dance part wasn't
half bad at alle-and the caller did redeem himself by calling a
contra, and a Virginia reel.

We were back in Troy by three--not quite a 2lihr day.

Lee Mitchell

Elections ( Toot} TooT} )

Tt seems that not long ago ( 2 March ) the ROCRR was once again
set in motion, The results of our elections are as follows:
President Tom Duchesneau
Vice President Dick Stetson
Treasurer X Jim Drake
Secretary Dick Andrews
Cairn Editor Hank Chary
Members at large Lee Mitchell
Vic Baker
Well, so much for a report on the election,

In modern milking parlors, two men easily can process 80 cows an hour,
The daily food requirement of an elephant isabout 1/L ton of green
fodder or about 150 1bs of hay
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