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AN:INSIDE LOOK AT BENTLEY'S CAVE

On 27 Sept. 1964 the first official speleological expedition of
the Renrselaer Outing Club embarked for the dark, damp, never-never-
lands of Bentley's cave located near Berlin, N, ¥, Our fearless
leader was none other than Mike Hauston.

The trip left from the Lounge at 2:00 and reached the cave
about an hour later after a not too leisurly trek through the not
too level woods surrounding the surprigirngly not tooc wet cave, -

.. The. cave itself was a rather easy one to explore. It was
rather dry, so we did .not need the SCUBA gear we had left behind,
Once our party had assembled in the first and only meln room, we
proceeded to feed our members into & gravity feed type of passage,
"Just raime your arms and let yourself fall," instructed Mike -
cheerfully (He was the only one with a parachute). Yell, we all
made i1t down the prssage and proceeded around meny hairpin turaus.
Most eof the party did mnot actually. see most of the cave, since .-
Mike and I were the only ones to push most of the side nassages,
Credit mOst,/2lso be given to Dyck Smith and Joe Thomson who insisted
on flowing ‘through » passage under the maln room several timess-

Ag we _nesred the end of the trlp and were completing the circult
back to the main room, we encountered one place where that technlque
which has been mastered by only the feWwest spelunkers, nsmely . =
levitation, would have been most useful,  There was a small hole
about four feet above the floor with no footholds nearby. Upon
entering this hole the passage that followed 'proved to be rather
constridting in places as;our more constrictable members found out,
Wolf Schwartz decided that he wasn®t constrictable enough, so he and
Mike went back to put on their anti-gravity shoes and go up the even
tighter gravity-feed passage. -Other. membersd ‘of ‘our party managed
to get through with little 4ifficulty in most{ cases.

.~ Soon we were all back in the main room from which the exit
proved relatively simple., Once outgide agaln we managed to stumble
our way down the hilll and back to ‘the cars.

4'Héﬁk Chery

DIAL-NIPPLETOP~1964

Just before 6-week grades are, due 81l the professors suddenly
realize that they have absolutely no basis .em which to mark their
students; therefore, they all do the obviousithing -- glve a test.
The weekend before this blitz i# the idedal time to have an outing
club -trip, -- it maximizes the flunkout rate.=-So, about 6 A, M.. >
on‘Saturday, October 24th, Vic Baker, Eric Durland, Tom Duchesneau,
Armand Catelli, and myself togk off for the Adirondacks, The- -
weather wat. beautiful when we left Troy =~ cold and.clear, However,
as we nesred the high perk region, Io and behold, 1t became cold
and cloudy, T A , ‘

‘There was an ominous touch -of white stuff visible on. the
Wolfjsws as we headed up the trail to Dial and-Nippletop. This
brought back memories -of a wounderful trlp two years 8ago when we
floundered through snow to the summit of North Dial -= and turned
back, However, we made North Dial by 12:30 this time, after going
upsy-downsy over Bear Den, It was' just below “freezing -~ there was
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about 2 incheg of snow and a filerce wind blowing out in the open.
Needless to say, we didn't stay there very long, but started looking
around for the swamp on the summit of South Dial, We walked and we
walked, finding neither swamp nor summit, Eventually we started
going uphill, at which point Armand saild, "Gee, I think we're on
Nippletop!" Sure enough, at 2:00 P, M, we -summited. No sign of - -
South Dial. The clouds were hanging at about 5000 feet, so Marcy and
Haystack were enjoying the universal view, The rest of the Range was
spread out before us, and to the other side lay Dix, . o
At that point it started to snow, so we performed a strategic:
withdrawl; i.e., we turned around and ran, We hiked out through the
valley to the north, arriving back at the car before dark, to complete
a good 12 mile round trip, The Taftmobile was there when we got back;

he and Mike Huston were in doing Sawteeth., It was a great trip, a

sterling example of a well planned and perfectly exeouted peak-baggling
expedition, However, if anyone sees South Dial wanderlng around the
Adirondacks, better tell Armand.

Dave Raymond

THE FIRST TIME -

On Sunday morning, Sept. 27, a group of five freshmen walted
expectantly for their first rock-climbing trip. Armand Catelll
arrived and we all waited about fifteen minutes for trip-leader
Tom Vandeventer to arrive. After our first ride in Vandeventer's
car(?) (1)*, we arrived at Grafton about eleven o'clock." _

"After hiking a short distance through the woods, we arrived
at the base of the Hormet's Face. Armand led the first climb and
everyone followed with no great trouble. Then while Tom and two -
others went along a short weys and negoclated another climb, the
remainder of the group rappeled over the Hornet's Face. When the
group was reunited another rappel was set up on the Wailling Wall.
This was completed without difficulty by those who did -the first
rappel, but the others had a little trouble. : '

We proceeded to set up two ropes to prussik on., Then while some
climbed, the others learned what boulder problems are. o

Pinally, to finish the afternoon, Tom led a climb around the
Bishop's Nose, which all climbed quite easlly, Then all retired to
the Whippoorwill for numerous games of ponl, all being won by Tom
Vandeventer who "hadn't played since last November,."

It was a successful day to all concerned, with everyone learning
a great deal and completely énjoying it all.

Richard M. Stetson
*the editor
HOY TO GET TO THE SMITH SOUAR DANCE -- or -- WHY NOT HIT
ELDON FRENCH'S CAVE! - - .
On Saturday, 17 Odt., 1964, a group of hapny-go-lucky outing

clubbers (2 spelunking contingent) left the ROC 15th St. Lounge
at 11:30 for the Smith Square Dance (via ELDON FRENCH'S CAVE),
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We arrived at the cave at about 1:00 P, M, and after donning our
"provmer clothing" proceed to enter the cave, We thought that there
was another group in the cave, but after proceeding to the first
drop in the cave we found out that the group was the NRO President
and his female companion, A

- Before reaching the first drop, we stopoed at the first side
passage, which 1s a tight, twilsting crawl-way, Joe Thomson proceeded
into the passage in true BSS¥* fashion even though he is not yet a
member.. Dick Smith was fast to follow while Tom Duchesneau proceeded
to push another small passage only to dlscover many cave crickets,
? smal% (very small), unaécessable passage, and the main passage

again).

~ Soon we Were once again assembled and proceeded deeper into the
black and white marble passages and chambers of New Engl-nd?s Most
Beautiful Cave. ,

As we neared the end of the cave, fearless leader hapnened to
glance up and see a potentia passage which he naturally proceeded to
Inspect. Well, soon fearless leader had disappreared into the celling
and was calling down to the fearful followers to follow, It wasn't
long until my followers were on the way up. Meanwhile I was looking
at all the flowstone in the small upper room,

Suddenly Joe Thomson disapveared so I went to look where he
dropred off to -- he was on 2 level just below the room we were in
and was proceedlng off down a passage, If fearful follower could do
it so could fearless leader -- so down I went only to find Joe
already climbing down 2 chimney to the main passage. Well -- ’
I relayed the message -- chased around after my cave pack (which was
exploring on ite own) -- and then followed after Joe.

We ended up in the only big room of the cave -~ the last room at
the end,. Those at the hemd of the group proceeded to push two
small passages in the room (they were quire muddy and slippery) --
only to find that they soon pinched off.

< After everyone had reached the room, we started to head out of
the cave. VWe all made it with little trouble, After changing out of
spelunking gear into squ-re dancing gear, we headed back to the car
and then were off for Smith, About two hours later a carload of
happy spelunkers arrived at Smith only to find that there was no
more food left.
Oh-well!

YES, THERE "'45 A LAKE GEORGE T?IP T7IS F'LL!
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E, E. Department
Bearne 32
2nd floor, 50 Brunsw*ck Are.~
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Waite 22

134 Main Ave. Troy
Crockett 3024

Bray 106

Waite 33

of Directors, Treasurer:
1 Victoria Ave., Troy
Crockett 219A
Hall 123

1915 Burdett
Hearne 31
Kneehold Secretary -
Kneehold 2353 17th.,
1709 Tibbets

Cary 228

221 Warren

188 10th. Troy '
Math., Geophysics, Mbchanics

Troy

(Board of directors)Civil Eng. Dept.

Richard Gramly
Thomas Grant
Bill Hamilton
Kenneth Hann
Pater Haynes
John Hess
Steve Hopfenmuller
X 7T. Michael Huston
Rudolph Jaeger
Jerry Johannessen
Robert Judd
Richard Eadzen
Steph Kogits
Jay Koleszar
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Larry LaChance
Ardean Ieith
Jeffrey Liss
George MacDonald
John Mainwarring
Sumner Malets
Neal Matzkin
Sanford Meschiow
Paul Michaelson
Bob Mitchell

X lLee Mitchell
¥Wiliiem Montgomery
0lliver Murray
Barry Needalman
Henry Niewola
Brian Off

Note:

Hall 201

' 106 Melrose Ave,

1932 5th

Varren 112

Cary 228

Bray 211

Cary 1034

6 Broadview Terrace (equipment)
2 11th, St.

Bray 116A

1306 EHutton St.

2063 8th St.

275 Hoosick St. Apt. KD6
1932 5th Ave.

Richard G, Kramer Board of Directors 102?‘Hoosick Road

Nason 231
Hall 320
Warren 311
Buck 31
Nason 328B

2 Irving Place
Bray 320
Yhite IV room 2
Bray 121
Warren 209
Hearne 33
¥ason 118
2172 13 th
Ball 201B
Crockett 219A
Crockett 302B
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X denotes patch membership

(square dance chrman)

272_3000 Bxt, 326

2743572
274..2157
2?3-¢9”36

ASl3527
AS2.5586

ASh3527
| Ask-b276

ASl=74B2
273572

274-0775

: 27bf5863

273-2630
IV9-1543

4837669

AS 3-27U46
272-7681
AS2-9656
ASP2-4483
AS2-4261

AR3-~7669

- 279-3325

AL6-8105

274-3572
271-7913
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John Peterson Crockett 328
X Bill Porter 249 Congress St.
X David Raymond Ceirn Editor 3 Prospect Ave.

Martin Rogers Bray 307 -
Jack Rossel Hall 210
X Bill Shadie 2 1llth. st.
Richard Smith 2 Voorhes
X Richard Stetson Nason 203
Edward Stevens 702 Grand St.
A, Cralg Stickler Selkirk, N. Y.
Bob Sturm ‘ 316 Warren
Wolfe Swartz Cary 318 A
X Wayne Taft 1087 Madison Ave.
Board of Directors
~ Joe Thomson Voorhees 2
Hang-Ulrich Thun Cary 309
Ed Ufiler Bray 319 .
X Thomas Vandeventer President 2-llthi St.
Thomase Vreeland Hall 208
Victor Weber Hall 1233
X John Willis Bray 327

X Guy Huse Board of Directors
Note: X denotes patch menbership.
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