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Wegt Virginia TO0CA Bpelunking

After going from Troy to West Virginia without buying a
meal (scrounge Dwight Peal and I arrived at Thorn Spring Park
about 10 pm the 2lst. U. Va,, Dartmouth, and U, Conn. groups
were alrendy there. Sunday I got my first leok at West Virginia
caves as a group from U. Va. and U, Comn, led the way to Sinnet
Cave, = really dry cabe (what dust!) Sinnet is more or less flat
and uninteresting except for =z 90 feot sloping "silo" leading to
the big room {900 feet long and 60 feet high), the really impres-
sive feature of the cave. In thé room are some gypsum flowers,
Otherwise, Sinnet is gneraily formation bare.

Monday Dwight had recovered sufficiently form his cold
(he'd stayed in his tent Sunday) to try Propst Cabe, so we took
off with a <roup from U, Conn, and Johns lopkins along with
Walt Lipton, who had arrived with lub Seward ‘ike Rosenheimer
and some of U. Conn Monday morning. Propst is a short, somewhat
tight crawl to a2 main room divided by breakdown. The rope work
needed to get over the 60 foot barrier was rewarded by the highe
spot of the ca¥e, a hundred foot dome-pit formation resembling
a waterfall, :

Tuesday grouns from Bates (with many women!) U, Mass., and
U, Pa. had arrived., Fine weather and lack of leaders prompged
g technique practice trip to Trout Rock,; where both sexes prussicked
and rappelled all over the rocks until bot mid afternoon, when
everyone went swi-ning in the svrprisingly warm creek.

After a little Tuesday night incictent during which Thorn
Creek ran : for a half-mile or so, Roger Stafford
(Us Va.) tlaked up a trip to Schoolhouse Cave, Our group of five
gtarted in abvout noon., Pix or séven raprels and many hand fulls
of morp later, we emcrged at midnight, trhorovshly tired. ®honl-
house, except for the entrnnce tunnel, wrich was euvt by salt
peter miners, is up and down continunlly with several drops, the
lar-est neccessary beeing 40 fect, plus a clinb or two. We nanaged
to reach the Pittsburgh Sxplorcrs Club register -agt the second
halcony.

We were the first peonle to get =211 the way back since
January 3. After Scholhouse we were re-dy to rest a while
(At least I was?!) but ‘hursday a group (including one Bates girl)
headed for llell Hole, so I tagzed along. Tiell hole is generally
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requirisg plenty of rope work on the 180 foot
cniranee drop snd 60 Toot drop into Little Hell dole, BExcept
Tor m connection betweer the entrange ard Little Hell Hole
pothing of interest excent the deewn derosits of bat Zano (if
that's interesting!) ATter a time»consuming rrussic ovt, we
arrived back at Thorn Spring just in *ime for a much appreciated
supver (11 pm), prepared by the Bates girls, The first rain of
the trip fell that night,

Friday I pulled out (jJust in time to miss a downpour, )
leaving Dwight %o his rock climbing at Seneca Rocks and the
three remaining ROC!ers to more caving,

bruised car rack ang stuffed six people (four U, Conn.; two
ROC,) and one guitar (U. Conn.) inside and starteq of?f,

Spring Lake George

EYAOED ITEVT ngnias { to borrow a Monjanism ) will be held on
May 1, 2, and 3, come rain or . ., . This is a good chance %o
relax before exsms start. Or, if you want a work-out, try s*riding
up Black Mountain.

Cars will leave from the 15th St. Lounge all Friday afternoon
and Saturday morning. You'll be back sometime early Sunday
afternoon.

A deposit of $3.00 will be collected on April 21 just before
znd after the meeting (7:30, 15th St. Lounge.) The to*al cost,
including food, transportation, and canoes is usually about
$6.00,

P. 5. You'll cook (ang eat) your own breakfast, Problemg?—m
see me!
Mike Rosenheimer
Ar3-2893

New Buginess

At a meeting in early March, two broposals were voted on and
passed.

1. Amendment to the ROC Constitution. To the present ratch re-
quirementsof three accridiéted trips (one overnight?, Was added g
new requirement, ten hours of approved work.

2. The ROC is now responsible for the managing of the RPI ski
Team. Note: Skiers or others are needed %o help on the ski team
committee. Those interested See Jerry Schrauf,

Notice To all non-patch members, to be able to vote on ROC affairs,

you must go on three trips and do 10 hours of work. Trips leave
almost every weekend and two work parties are leavins on the 12 and
19 for Conference and lake George. These will probably have 16 hrs.
each. Also I need Help in addressing and sending out 175 copies of
The CAIRN each issue,

Editor Hub Seward Agsistant Editor Marty Maltz
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