NOVEMBER 20, 1952 ' VOLJME VIII, No. 2 )

SAFETY AWND CLIMBIKG

The rapid inecrease in interest in rock clinbing in the R,0,C,
as well as in most of the other clubs in the I.7.C.A. has c“eaued a
need for more stringent control and emphasizing of safety precane

.tiona, Eut far beuter thar a list € precautions at this point, is

a little thinking on uhe part of those who would climb cliffs.

"The common sense term in rock climbing language 1is good Judge=
ment, Thals is the thought which lies behind every safety precaution
in the book, It is something which 1s broadened with a lkmowledge of
rock, weacher, and the climbing party, but basically, good judgemént

. cen bYe simply defined as being opposed to downright foalhawdiness.

Climbing is a ocompanionable sport, not a competitive onﬁ. It
i3 a team sport in a companionable sense, Judgement must be exere
cised by every member o the team with the leader making thke final
decisions, " Often a guestion or an observation from those following
will lilumlnate a situation overlocked by the leader, Invariably,
properly considered quéstions and comments will develop better judge=

ment in future leadera,

The following is ‘a 1ist of precautions with Whiuh climbers
should be thoroughly familier:

1., a judicious retreat is better then & foolhardy" ascent.

2, know your conditlons, rock, weather, and party,

3, the physical condition and experience of the whole party,
not just the leader, nmst mmtch the climb,

4, 81limbing requires good and adequate equipment, rope, clothe
ing, and accessories,

5 1t 1sgood form to constantlv practice technique, rope hand-
ling andrules of safety, ‘Conmands and signals should be
reviewed befors the climb,

8, thas second en a rope should be’ experiencod and strong
enough to hold the leaderts fall, Leaders must be familiar
with the limits involved in leader nrotectlon and stay with=
in these limits,

7 only one member of a rope siould move at a time, Everyone
not moving should be roped in, = °

8, it is good form to belay rappels, Th‘s is a must when not
too expsrienced persons are to rappel .
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9, watch for loose roclk, fox your own sccurity and for the
security of_ those below, .
10, teking all of these rules into consideration,
TIII!\IK . R . -

o s )

Pete Oliver
ROC RMC

LCSY AND FOUND

@ Attentionl All you rambuctious I0CAters, Some of your lot were
soooo arxicua to skidaddle owre thal in the red scramble they lalt
Lelr duffle behind, S
The itens ' listed below were collected by the ROC and havenit
been identificd, If something scunds femiliar, dror us a line (wetll
sell it beck tc you very reascnably,) ' -
» Eerets hoping you finelly wind up with everything that bslonrngs
O JOu, s

Win Oakes R
., Equipment Manafier

leslecening bagemarked U.S.wkapok, snap fastening
l-double s=laeping bagemummy type- in water repellant case
l-bilaniket=green-marked CHATHAM :
leswsaterstan=knit wool-slip/on

l=soap~DIAL/in brown case

The followinrg material was marked, but if you haven't feccived
it yet let us know,- .

l- slecping bag=Jd.C. ROCTHBERG
le blankete WARREN S, SEAMAN

- Milltown, N.Jd,
ladufflebag= JANET FIELD :
legrean wool shirte ISABELLE CARTER

THE R.M.C. FAST AND PRESENT

Many of the newer membars'd the ROC know very 1ittle about the
Rensselasr Mountaine=sring Clah, In as much as the RMC 1s closely -
1inked with the ROC and draws most of its new members from the ROC,’
the pertinent facts about this unique organization are long overdue,

The purpose of the RMC as stated in_ its constitution 4s " to

. encourage and promote safie andenjoyable mountaineering activities
amonz the student and alumii members of the Rensselaer Outing Club”,
This carsfully worded literary gem also neatly encompasses the past
activities of the RMC from the ascent of the Devilts Tower to the
safety measurss that permeate ROC rock ciimbing, .
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The RMC 1s a young club, no%t yet tlurse yaa”s old, At the prew
sent time there are 22 mambers who are sprcad over the globe from
- Alaska to Germany, Yeh in srite of these difficulties Lhe RMC, today,
&s flofivishing, The strong bonds of comradeship formed in the Outing
Club have been preserved and sirengthened in the Nbuntainoering Club,

Membership in the RNMC 1§ definibtely limilted to ‘those gincerely
interested in mountasineering, As for 2bllity, an ROCter must be only
falrly proficient in rock, Snov, andice climbing to become an Associw
ate Mamber, The Outing Club offers tlie oprortunity to easilo obtain
this profliclency with 1ittie mope than eﬂthwsisqm a8 a good start,.
The Mountains Won't Come To Youe=w=-=-

The RMC hes an interssting library’ of nountaxweering Ji ,arature
which is available to anyone in the ROC, Wwe hope that in the fubure
to locatas onr preclious roliectlon in the ROC oifine, but until then

contact Don Balleye-~Librarlan,
" There are *ive undergraduste RMC nembers on campus: °

Poate QOliver President
Dick Opsahl

Carl Henrixson

Phil Norwine

Don Bailoy

Anyone who would like riore information about ths RMC should cone
tact one of these men,

D.J._B.

From the Editort

-+ If there 1is anybody or organization that’'would like to reccive
the Cairn, drop me a liné’ e /o the Outing Club,

TbRTLQ 'SLQND

And ot a sheet of paper--- -
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