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Sure these blasted caterpillars have wide brown bands this year just
as ther had last vear, and the yezr before, Dut that does not mean that
there isn't going to be any snow, so let's start thinkirig about it, and
getting ready for it., Tonight!s Ski lallv marks the opening of the ski
season. The featured speaker is Victor Kovack, who hails from the land
of the Horthwest - Tacome, Washington., He became interested in mountein-
eering during his high school and college years. His msin interests lie
along the lines of skiing and ski mountaineering, and he has instructed
on the technigues of this, tie most oversll phase of mounteinecring. an
avid photogravher, his pictures won tie "Picture of the Year" awards in
1945 and 1946, on the Pacific Coast. A4ilso scheduled for tonight are
colored sound ski movies of the 3ierras, Horway, &in Valley, and Vermont,

Then, after you go with the ROC to see John Jay and his newest ski
picture, "Alpine Jafari', on December 17th, you'll be in just the rigit mood
to get those skis reacy for the first snow, (#Alpine Safari'" will be shown
at tine Albany ligh School Auditorium, at 8 p.m, - cost ©1.25). fAnd with
vour ckis readv for use, all vou have to Ao is sit back and sec who wins
tiis rear - the weather predicting catervillars, or Lother llature.

Jim Clinton
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1951 HUDSON VALLEY CONFifiillCE

Hovember 17th and 13th saw tne arrivel and departure of tie third
ennunl Hudson Valley Regional Confercnce, again held at faithful Sampson
Lodge. Represcntatives werc sent from the Russcll Sage, Vassar, Skidmore,
and Renssclacr Outing Clubs, with a total of 33 present. Activities con-
sisted of song~festing, conferencing, square dencing, treasure hunting,
eating, and 2 little sleeping., Big business conferred over was the site
and program of future H.,V.C.'s, future Hudson Velley Regional tcips (esn.
ski trips), possibilit;” of enlarging the number of HVR outing clubs, and
the election of a regional secretory (eongratulations, Carl Henrikson).

To illustrate how active o group ettencded, out of a crowd of sixteen
gols ond seventeen fellers, there verc fouwr squores going during most of
Seturday cvening squere dencing (comeone must have been singling off ).

Hearty thonks arce duve Dick Opsehl for his cookery, par excellence,

Dan oore and his gong for fine square dance calling, Don Bailey for laying
out ti:e treasurc hunt, ~nd "last, but not least!, Charlie Hins ond his
dauvgnter for kecp.ing the girls in line, Jim Wells
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The following articlc was submitted by two illustrious ROC-IOCA Alums,

WE CLLBED THE iAN~KILLER —— as told bv the cxpedition members.

An unbelicvable, unprecedented ascent of Treestump was recently mede
by two members of the Rensewelaer Hilling Club, This extraordinary feat,
the culmination to months of preparation, wos a virtua}l contradiction of
fatels deeree. lLocated west of 4 vast borderland called Dakota, the hill
is known to local natives by its legondary name, 'Live-drewot", which
translated means men-killer. In spite of its inaccessibl: nature, the
region around Trecstump is atteined by & seldom used native trail, reo-
ferred to on maps as USl0,

Permission to enter the territory was finally granted by the governw
ment, arnd the expedition set out for Sundance vhich is the largest native
settlement within fifty miles of Treestump, It was there that the party
discovered that USl6 only went to within seven miles of the man-killer
so plans werc adjusted accordingly. It wes decided that bhase camp should
be set up in & heyfield near Sundance, .

The desirability of a night near Sundance became awparant the next
morning beeause, even with an excellent Sherpa, "Rocket Olds!, it took
ten minutes to cover the scven miles from US1E to Treestump,: Uoper camp
was then csteblished in a large asphalt covercd clearing ot the end. of the
trail. At long last the LHC'ers were ot the base of the 850 foot hign ;
mon~killer, S ‘ :

AKlthough weary from guiding their sherpe, "0lds", along thc treach-
erous and tourist-strewn US1lé, the climbers could not disrcgard the
plaguing memories of RHC troditions, They thercfore dacided to force a
climb in sunlight (even though it was quite likely that a c¢limb in the
roin could be made the next doy). It is unfortuncte that space does not
permit detailed description of thc bloody climb, It is possible, however,

to give a brief synopsis by saying that, despite seemingly unsurnountable

obstacles, the Hillers pushed on, Both climbers frayed their fingernails,
one even spraining an cyelash whilc hanging from the proverbiel lichen.
The faithful "0lds" was forced to turn back because of a cracked head
(damn those loose rocks anywayll), and the 80 pounds of expansion bolts
necessary for the climb hnd to be transferred from him to the alrcady
exhausted climbers., Despite all such stomina~depriving herdships, the
summit was attained, and the Hillers found with great dismay that theyr
were the 69th and 70th, ond not the first and second to stand there. Aah
well, Lverest is yet unconquerad,

The unrelenting clear weather ‘orced the party to stay on top for
over half an hour, after which a descent 'on raocpel" left both climbers
foverish, Their condition was zuch that immediate treatment was necessary.
This was done by forcing each of the Hillers (against his will of course)
to partake of the local brew. Recovery of the party was spontancous.

Tris Coffin-.
Franz Mohling



Some Pre~Season Hints for the Skier

Now is the time to break out the 'ole! boards, run your fingers tender-
ly over the grooves carved by those uncovered rocks of last season, and
meke plans for the coming ski season. S oL N

First, something will have to be done about those grooves. Unless
a ski has a smooth rumning surface to begin with, it is 4ifficult, re-
gardless of the wax you use, to make the skis run fast. A fast ski is’
much casier to comprol and adds greatly te'the enjoyment of the sport,

Assuming you are thoroughly convinced, we'll start work on the skis.
The first job is to rcmove last year'!s lacquer using either a special -
scraper supplied by all ski shops, or an old shicath knife, or similar
object. Some find that lioui-” lacguer remover uscd with the scraper is
the most painless way to do this, After smoothing the bare wood with sand-
paper or stecl wool, we are ready to lacquer. The edgec should be covered
with masking tape to do the job right, The skis may then be laccuered
with anr ski lacouer, or so-called 'plastic base'" which hes a fairly vis-
cous consistency. The vplastic bases! sewn to provide a hard finish which
will resist rock scrapes. & thin coat. should be first awplied and then
subsequent layers (one or two) are spresd on heavily an” smoothed,to f£ill
in nicks and scratches in the wood. Don't give the middle groove this
troatment, however. When using a '"plastic base", it is nccessary to smooth
out the small air bubbles which will appear on drwing. ‘

Another point which should not be disregarded is, that besides having
your cquipment in good condition,-you yourself shouls be in goor physical
condition before you strap the boards on for the first run, Poor condi-

_tion and -skiing when overly fatigued are the main causcs of accidents accord-

ing to Nuational :Ski Patrol records. Conditioning consists of o general,
all-round workout, stressing most the knees and ankles. Tom Shechan, the
school troiner, is publishing a series of articles on ski conditioning -
currently anpecaring in the Poly. Ice skating is great for the ankles;

-deep ¥nce bends and running flights of stairs are the old standbys for the

knees, A few trips a day up and down the Aprwoach will Fulfill most cone"
ditioning recuirements, ) | : DA
Pete Oliver

036 3 36 S 9 A%
Tl 3 a9F 3

ale
Pxe

™




I'W. GOT HO USE MOR_YVOLdmT

Itve go no use for women
That hike with the I0C.,

They'1ll use a men for his firewood
Yhen it's gone they'll stecl away;
Therire all alike in the mountains
Clutching and grasping for all,
They!ll st.'-ck by a man who belays them
snd laugh in liis face when he falls.

1,,,' nal vos an honest -oung woodsman,

Faithful and uvpright and swell:
But e coupled off on an ou‘omg
1rith a women known as Ell.

Shie helped b
Iy go? we were better off cdead,

nim out with the cooking

he lifted nisknife from its secbard

And into the woods she fled.

Dailey's hot stew @i nobt trouble
Qur chances for better were slim

But whaot Elondie

did to that cocoa

Was all thot vorried himg

He lifted the laddle to taste it,

The brew from the kettle floved brown,
e gozed at his pels gothered round him
ind scid as he sank to the ground:

1Bury me out on tie island

Yhere tie Phys-ids may tramp ofer my grave;
Bur me out on the island

And some of iiv bones please save,

Yile them up like firewood,

Loave them to weatner and ege

Split them into kindling,

To be swiped by Vassar a.d Sage."

A1l night long on tie islan’

Vie slept by the smoldering coals,

ind T couldn't heln seeing that woman

Beneath the perkatls folds,

If she! becn the lady she shouvld have,
e mignt have beea home lmittines socks
Instuad of out there making small talk

On that ctorm beat pile of rocks,

It've got no use for women

That hike with the IOCA,

They!'1ll use a man for his firewood
Wi.en it's gone thev!1ll steal awvay;
Thev!re all clike in the mountains
Clutching and grasping for all,
They!ll stick by a man wnho bel‘*rs them
z.nd laurh in his face vhen he falls,

-l -

Yirit by: Jorge &
Hy o, Dengwanger



WEEKEND A‘I‘ Vﬁ.bSAR

Fﬁtaen ROC'ers atamed Vassar
College. on October 27th on the. ogca=
sion of the V0@ Square Dance Weekend,

. Soccer, isoftball, -and other games
highlighted the "snxmy“ Saturday
afternoon, - -

Come ‘evening, the ROClers made :
guite ‘a hit dressed in-their "dinner"
togs - blue dungarees and:clean white-
shirts. with d:.s’cmctlve bow cravats; .
which provoked cries of, "I say, -~ .~
they'!'re ROCters! & "Hy, don"l: they -
look just dandy.¥ R
. After a:very good VoG skit- (Hang
on the Bell, Nellie), the ROC staged
one = the brainchild of Carl. - After
the few acts were over, the audience .
waited sxpectantly for more, and waited, and waz,ted P As the skit scrzpt
read -"Poatience, -jackasses, pa.t:.ence.'l Mybe someday there will be more to
thls skit, s be patient,. _

The Sat.m'day night Square Danca was & bit dmappomtmg at the start
After a Yalie took over the calling, however, it livened up considerably,

The Co~op bascment proved cuite comi‘ortable for the night's lodging (id.
note - some of us slept outside in the heavy fog which fell thet night),

The tired ROC'ers nodded their heads slecpily to the sweet strains of a
lullsby:

#In the cool cool night at Vassar,
g Sweetlings ('?) warmed the night."’

(I surely would like the scoop on this song).
' Sunday. morning everyone
took off on a hike, Conditions
were "optimum" (Do I hecar a ha=-
ha)., Host impressive to those
secing ‘it for the first time was
¥ohonk House, which, because of
‘the lake.ond the haze in the air,
stood like = hugh castle in the
air, After a romp across the
country, the R0C!ers took time
off for o tour of the Vassar
Gymnzx51m. o

he blus hinsg colors of the
evening heckoned the ROC'ers, and
with o final farewell) (rrthor-
Au Revoir), thery turned away
- from Vassar on the dreery trip

- baclk to good ole R“I ”

Narcn Chcvli




VITH TIF SPELIMNKERS

Ve Spelunkers have besn trring to get tie most out of the few weeks
of good weat er ve nave aveileble, Our last trip was run td Benson's Cave,
just a few hundrerd yirds from tie entrznce to the well-known secret
ceverns in Schonarie. Benson's Cnve turned out to be a 60 foot decp
versical sinklole branching out into several side nassages at the botton.

Our rope ladders coine in very nandy in the descent as it would have
been rathier uncomiorteble, to sav the least, to rappel dovn the slippery
wclls. Once the bottowm was reached, ve foud the cave to be.fairly hori-
zontel, with 2 small streom running in the main passepe. Of course thnere
were the ususl tough spots for tle enthusiastic cavemen: a tight "lemon -
scueeze! where you had to take ofi most of your clothes to get through
(June 2idn't), and a few pools of awfully cold water,

 lie were cuite surprised to find & coed party from iIT and Wellesley
who elso intended to go down, The girls reall™ apmrecisted our rope
ladders as the:- only had a couple of ropes to go down with, to say nothing
of coming u»,

7e had beun told that there wos a connecting pcssage detwezn Denson's
Cave and Sceret Caverns, “ut we could not find any,. Ve hedn't time to
explore the whole cave thoroughly however. ‘ ' :

Flans for the near future include 2 trip to ilowe's Cave. TIverybody
is welcome ot any of our meetings; the trip to Howe's Ceve will be dis-
cusced at tie next one, which will dbe held next Wednesday, in the Clubhouse.

Ken Symington
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D.LiaBAR 7, 8, 9

Don 3Bailey is leading & trip to the [dirondacks - Gi~nt, Rockvr Ridge,
Coscade ond Porter. (Sorry, this trip list is alrendy filled).

DEC.BiR 9
. . Ireil cleering trip in the Taconics, led by Jim Wells. This trip
list is still wide oven, ~nd is on ideal hile for those wilo ccnnot toke

off ecarlier in the weckend thon Sunday morning.

DICEB.R U-16

Carl Henrikson is leading this trip, sche'uled for the iusable Lakes
Region in tie Adirondccics, ‘
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