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RENSSELAER OUTING CLUB, INC. — 15th ST. LOUNGE, R. P. I, TROY, NEW YORK

TOLUIE ViI, NOSER 2 - OCTOBER 26, 1951

COLL:GE ERK "= 1951

The ROC arrived first at College Week at Mount Ketahdin, liine,
when Carl Henrikson and Dick Opsahl reached there on Sentember Lth, after
more than a week of hiking in the White Mountains, .Other outing clubs
filtered in Thursday and Friday, with the rest of the ROC'!'s crew arriving
Saturday and Sunday, Phil Norwine, Pete Oliver, and Dick Shumaker pulled
in Saturday at midnight in Pete!s newly ecquired pickup truck (proudly
sport:mg 17, vom:.n'r license plates). Jerry Nelson arrived early Sunday
morning, o

Sunday the ROC picked up campe and moved - twenty miles by car
and 3,4 miles by foot — from Kotahdin Cam Lo Chimney Fond, where
the majority of the outlng ezggd/u‘pfp /It ved. EMideal location,
being closer to Daxter a thcr surr d:mg peaks, ‘r_ Jforc.mg a

variety of rock cl:.mb;y ro . L34 w JO.Ln up w:Lt s fronm
Vassar, Holyoke, 3 'fle, o ont! day d ted axter,
via the varlous u..t hd1 th apnearance oi iant

00 wahs echoed tnroa N he pec.ks as the little\ "ants!
m{g ¥ £6 ‘c,ne top. Carl and -)1ck signed the register fM

third N i thaf veéek, As it was a ewe]_l day for cl:unb:.ng, vie~cgntintred

over ti e Knife FEdge, o PE.‘AIOlu ’Feak. .

Every t tnerfa was a song fest ~ o make-shift squa
dance, f n'ad»é up the Surround; ez meuntminsapnd a few groups
did some t ock -¢1imbs in xlortﬁasm and. Gr. g;'re; N

By Ahursdeypany of the clu a)

The ROC flydlj Ked out -on’ Friday morning

hards,
y/ J it had to be moved on sho no*:ee-fronr“t“" T Freondac
to Ke e tho-&ize hazard, wo tHoTBRE~E Wi E8TTY _eotiog

week, at din \5&."\3. Wo e)f s;;‘e, a‘xd Chtns::l’ond@nﬁﬁe&:g«d—emm

ing. ~ _ P ——ET
/)amcs to k‘MaJ. %lnege Ve ;

-l-

Jerry Nelson



Kambinyor Prm Ha EAd

To: Outing Clubs receiving their first copy of the Cairn:

While looking through our files the other day, I discovered
there were many clubs from whom we once reccived a copy of their prper,
but no longer do., Therefore, in an effort to establish, or re-estsblish
contact with those clubs, welre sending this copy of the Cairn to those
clubs which are not already on our mailing list, If you wish to con=-
tinue receiving a copy, plecse drop us a post-card, «nd please place
us on your mailing list.

To: Rensselaer Outing Clubbers: Things to start thinking about:

SKI RALLY, now scheduled for December 5th - remember to bring
back those skis wien you return from Tnanksgiving vecatioNesesseeece. -
This is your pajer, and your club - do you have any idcas for improving
them? If so, let us hear from you. Wheot type of articles 8o you went?
Humorous, fictional, non-fictional, past trip reports???? .cvicesee
The Cairn staff could use some more neinbers - typists, writcrs, or just
plain coolies,

‘Thanks to our arteest, George Houghton, for his finc pictures which
O . P g & s p
you see in this month's issue, :

Your iditor,
Diele Tnnabon

v
E LS I N R T K OB G

(The following is a paid political amnouncement ):

Some time zgo (in fact two years), the Cairn issued a statenent
casting aspersions on the cooking ahility of mambers of the Corncll
Outing Club (to wit: why didn't they learn to cook something besides
glop at College Weck). In view of the past College Weck, the ROC
hercby wishes to retract the zbove statement and say that the COC can
cook something besides glop (woter?),

(The above whs a paid political announcement),




L.KE CHORGE CANOE TRIP = OCTOBER 12-14

(A1l characters and events depicted in this artlcle are non-
fictional, Any resemblance to actual persons, or to actual events,
is purely intentional). .

NOTES O}? THE L-'XICE GIORGE "TR‘IP
(or cheaper by the dozen and

1, The first view of ROC Ires:n.dent O{ in rts reminds me of
an Indian Army wo.ter-bov. ' ’
-#The uniform 'e wor

And rather less th

3. '"Wipe the catsup off yo
L. Vhy did the ROC food co

RSOC food? L
5. Why did the ROC food thste }4 ‘
6. Vhy did the RSOC camp/s\\ald) 'e%
T What took you so lond to d

1\%}\ meal as the

food?

irvesy ayd smiles will
cut more wood_itha , s@y A e ight J damnmit, .
: — i i v T‘ at ROC'lers are

10,
1. Why G on'*
2. “That ,10-1o Qc

16. It's queer that the trip from the Island to Bolton Landlng is
so much ‘longer snd harder t‘lan the trip from Bolton Landing to the
Island,
17. "Why does the bus driver go so fast? Does he want us to get home?"
18. "Can anyone sew a patch on straight?"

TO SUM IT UP
"The only thing wrong w1th the trip was the length, or lack of it,

l:U”HOEy $ HOTE:
\L ¥

HYiAN Q, BEESUANGER,
(Harry Ledyerd).




HINTS FRO: MY HAV.RSACK

The hlker pagses through three stages, in respoct to equipment, as -
he trudgeo he long peth from novice to expert, In the first steoge hc ‘has
no specialized equipments-and carries his father's boy scout pack with a
blonket, a pot, and a few cons of food. If this fellov tokes a liking to
the snort he will pass into th¢ sccond stage, during which. he omasses &
viealtn of n:cessary equipnent, .fully approved by L.L, Bean, David T, Abcr-
crombie, or tiic corner Axiy-Navy surplus store, His pack is made with a
stez1l frome, and he always CuI‘I‘lC.S an ax, stove, and firet aid kit for
cmergencn.es. His bug-proof, water-proof, snoke-proof tent is ever with

1in, and he owns an orray of speeialize:! footwear that would moke 2 cobhler!ts
h&.d svin, In the third ‘'stage, Hc retwrns to tihe scout p"Ck cnd blenket

a futile effort to make his. pa ek ouo sont in air, This is tue most de=-
slred stage.

Getting out of the second st'\ge is extremelj d:.fflcult, and, in
reality, few veople succeed., Therefore I pre°enu below & f{ew ideas that
might help the ambitious ‘tromper. : _

The tootabrush, ultnough ouite necessaryy is.z.source of excess
weignt, At least half of the handle should be removed and the remeining
stub perforcsted. Jome autnorities contend that the'alternate bristles
should be removed, but the value of this is still 2 subject for debete.
(The functionzl man of the future will undoubtedly have hristles on his
left forefinger). Other toilet articles, such 2s soap, ."cowel, and rezor,
are, of course, out of the cuestion. -

The “one-pot" idea strikes horror 1nto the hearts of ma ny intrepid
voodsmen, wut it can be cuite succeszful with o- roder ate mnount of practice.
The surfoce of tho food in-the pot is merked, pie fashlon, providing an )
equol seguent for each'member of the party. The old rule: "You don't eat
on my side and I won't sat of youwr side® 'is then followed. In many cases,

a protractor is nwe,ssarv. Of course .2ll -spoons must be treated in a
similar morner to that deseribed for the tootibrhsh. Consider: shle nraf-tice
is necessary for tne consumption of mups with-this ,spoon as speed is the
keynote. If all foods ore licuid, howevir, straws may be substituted for
the spoons. R

Although some of the new down sleeping bags sre lighter thon a
blanket, the outer cover is superfluous and weighty. (Vhoever saw a duck
with a wmdore ~ker?) The down should be carried in a small cloth bag, or
perhieps the pocket of tne pack. In the evening, the down is fluffel up
and spread evonly sbove and below the slecper. Picking up in the ‘norning
takes o little longer without the cover,. Note: Rememver to sl eep in a
sheltered spotl

inother suggestion, frowned on by rugged outing clubbers, employs
the. use of o large helium-filled balloon, attsched to the heavily loadced
pack. Thls 1s especlul].J helpful in ascending high peaks.

I hone tnls u.t“blcle has been of aid to 211 outing clubbcrs snd lf
any readers nove further suggestions, please send them to:
C. H. Henrlkson, 111
Camp-Crafty Dd:.tor
RGC Cairn.

(Send nome, address, and 6 lichens for toothbrush plans),



A WVEEREND AT THE TAST!'S HIGHEST

On September 28th, Ken Symington, Johnny (Mark Twain) Dovm, Dick
Cheney, and yours truly, set out to climb Mount Washington, which is located
" in the White Hountoins of New Hampshire, After driving until 3 a.n., we
sacked out in a farmer!s apple orchard (it was too late to disguise our-
selves as traveling salesmen)., Eight o'clock found us on our journey
agein ond at 10:00 we arrived at Tinkham Notch,

Checking in at the A.M.C, Lodge, we discovered that there were
several other parties prepared to make the ascent. However, thie residents
of the lodge advised the would-be climbers that the trek up the mointain
would be “lnost impossible under the present weather conditions., The weather
chart read: Hinimum temperature 14°; Meximum wind velocity 1023 State of
westher - mou.nta.in swrounded in dense clouds; Precivitation and type -
snow L", The four of us decided to go up as far as Hermit Lake Shelter
before mnking the final decision as to whether we should continue. The
rest 'of the climbers stayed at.the lodge,

Ve arriv.d at the shelter about 1:00 and tried to cook dinner., At
first we had rather poor Juck with the fire for the wind would whip the
flame away from the wood. After eating, we decided to lecave our nacks and
slecping bags at the shelter and try to reach the sunmit.

Soon after we started up the headwall, the clouds ovbscured Tucker-
nan's Rovine, and the visibility dropped to a cirele of about 100 fect,

Upon reaciing the top, we were confronted with the high velocity, snow-
.driving wlnq.;, the. ice~covered rocks, and the problem of locating the

cairns which morked the trails, Ve finolly rcached the swmit ond the
shelter of the .observatory there about 5:00, Fearing the trails after derk,
we rested for 15 minutes and started back down. During the descent we did
more sliding than walking, but soon after dark we reach: ,d the Shelter where -
we stayed overnight. '

The next morning we arose at.5:00 and ascended Boots .mur to sec the
sunrise, After taking scveral pictures and seccuring a fow rock srmples,
we decided that all good things must come to an end, and sterted for Troy.

Elbe W, Thillips
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Scene at Katahdin:
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Question of the month: \Qo 1:\the Vﬂ{ang;( ¥oon I}otqtc?meer"?
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EGUIPIENT FOR R¥MT

To aid the new members of the club (and old ones too). we publish
below a list of the rental charges on ROC equipment, FPlease, after
using, retwrn the ecuipment to tiue office as ea:rly in tie week as
possible. Hogui et choirmon is Harry Ledyerd, and all ecud pment
should be obtain~i through him, or one of his c~\11'*s.

Zach Night

Item .- uant, Avail. 1st Night - thereafter  HWeelly
Sleeping-Bags: | : : :
Single 3 $0.50 50,22 : $2.,00
Double 2 1.00 450 4.00
Frame Packs 7 25 25 1.00
Tents : . 3 75 50 3.00
Colemen Lantern 3. «50 T W25 - 2,00
Group Cook Kits 3 50 «25 2,00
Cranpons .10 e25 W25 1.00
AR R R R R A R
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HUDSON ViLLiY REGIONAL MIRTING - November 17-18

RPI will again be host at this thll‘d annual meet:mg , for a weekend
of conferring, camping, and hiking, scheduled for Sampson Lodge, with
remresentatives invited from Russell ‘Sage, Vassar, Skidmore, Union,
and Pzul Smith.

THANKSGIVING TRIPS

Trips are being scheduled for various places durlng the Thanksgiving
vacation, so if you'll be around, drop in at the’ off’lce, or the next
meeting, and in'iccte -our mreferences as to date and place.





