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RENSSELAER OUTING CLUB, INC, — I5th ST. LOUNGE, R. P. I, TROY, NEW YORK
FRESHMAY I1SSUE SETEMBER 21, 1850
Hi Gang,

Pull up a birch-bark canoe, grab that double-bitted axe, and meet
the Rensselaer Outing Club, If the spirit of outing intersests you,

. then read along and see if the ROC is not just the group you've bezn
looking for,

Essentially, our outing clitb ‘is based on a program of hiking and
camping. Actu2lly, you will see as you read this paper' that the activ-
ities of the ROC are quite diversified. We combine th2se essentials
with almost every activity connected with the outdoor life,

M2ybz though, you're not too familiar with the skills involved in,
say, rock climbing or canoeing. ThlS 1s imm2terial to us, for we can
teach you what you don't know, But welre not pros either, so 'if you're
a trapper from way back, then you can "larn" us,

On weekends, groups take off in all directions to enjoy the luxu-
ries of reflector oven baking and hemlock mattiresses, A TFreshman be-
comés as much a part of these groups 2s a Senior because we don't dis-
tinguish between classes, Our emphasis 'is entirely on interest and

enthusiasm,

Informallqy is one of the keynotes to the success of the ROC. We
can't show you a twenty. page constltutlon because ours has only thre=,
Our efforts are devoted to running trips; while -our bond is the out-
of-doors and the terrific spirit we develope there.

Waturally I can't tell you everything y 50 in closing 1 am
asking you to read these few pages, In them we hold the ROC. up for
your inspection, If you like what you see and feel you are truly ine-
terested in what we have to offer, then drop around anytire, .and we'll
be glad to have you with us,

Franz Mohling, '51
President
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IN ANSWER TO YQUR QUEST]ONS

_ "Yes," you say, "I guess I do have a feeling for the spirit of
- outing and I do appreciate out door living. But wh2at proof have 1
that it will show me the kind of life I am looking for9 In short,
just how, what, who and why is this ROC?

WHY?

Franz has outlined perfectly the Why of the ROC., His explanation
can be summed up in just two words, "spirlt“ and "fun"; the fun. that
ie inevitable in out door living and the spir which naturallj aris
from sharing those thrills and pleasures with the group.

WHO?

. Who is the ROC? That's an easy one to answer, The ROC is lan%y,

cayrable Franz "Mo-ling"; exhuberant Harvey Golubs sage "Tra rper! Nel-
son; versatile Dick Gross; and efficient Dick Shumaker. It is Dean
Borden clez ring trail, Trls Coffin stretching for a hand hold, and
Iete Doll2rd pounding his typewritzr to make' a deadline., .It is Bailey,
Woodbury, Ostergaard and all the great chubbers who have gone before
us, The ROC is you 'if you want to make it 'so,.

WHAT? '
When we try to answer this question the task is harder, harder by
virtue of the loose orginizition which is the essence of the freedom
of action soo esaentlal to the outing club, Kcering this in mind we
will assume a degree of organization which exists completely only in
theory. Hang on tight then, 3nd we'll give it the once over, : -

. The Rensselazr Outing Club, Inc, is'a group of R. . I. students
and their friends who hav: banded tcgeth:r for the promotlon of their
common intersst in outing and for mutual participation in the active
ities connected with cuting, It is divided into the parent organiza-
tion which is the ROC prorer and the subsidiary org>nizations, the
Rensselaer Grotto, the Rod 2nd Gun Club, the Rensselaer Mountaineering
Club and the Russel Sage OC, It is 2lso the organizcr of ths R, P, I,
Ski Team and the Yacht €lub which are now completely separate organl-
zations, Although membership is distinct in each group, a member in
any one automatically becomea an associate mamber of the others., The
Mountalneﬁrlng Club maintaing  a closer relationship with thie ROC pro-
per by requireing act1va membership in the ROC =28 a »nrequisite fer its
ownr active members,  Active members of the ROC, as distinguvishes from-
associate members, are dues Paid membeérs who have completed three ap-
proved trips in one term,

The ruling body of -the ROC is the exegzutive council, It consists
of the president, vice president, treasurer, secretary, pub'lc*ty dien~
rector, office manager, 2nd two members 2t large plus the various de-
partment heads, Actu2lly anyone who takes -an active enouvgh intsrest
in the affairs of the club may take part in the cduncil meetings, It
is their duty to see that the club functions smoothly 28 2n organizas
tion, Meetings are informal and business is generally accomplished by
discussion leading to general consent of all members present,
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HOW?. - ‘ o
The ROC uses one method, an 1nfalllab1e method to accompllsh 1ts

‘aims, It goes out on trips., It goes cut as oftcn as possible for as
long as possible and lives every minute to the fullest while it is out,

In order to increase the Teeling of personal companionship oh these .
trins they are generslly kept small in number of participants. To
compensate for this several trips may be. run on each weekend. Author-
jty on all trins is vested in a trip leasder .whose wdérd is final., This
is to prevent the loss of any novice participants, to lessen the dan-
ger of accident, and to facility concerted group aption in case of em-
ergency, Any active ‘member may.lead any: trip any time any where pro-
vided only that he be familisr with the terrain the trip is headed for
or comnetant to deal with it, and that he be sufficiently ekilled in
the activity planned should it require any sepecisl skill. Variety is
the keynote on these trips and - trip activities include hiking, camp
ing, white and calm water oanoeing rock climbing, skiing, winter
mountalneering, square dancing,,ané any other we can discover, devel-
ope, or pull out of our raunchy old hats. . A mogt important: phase of
vory trip is its song fest and the songs are almost as varied as the
keys they are sung in. This brings us to the final and most- 1mportant
word in trips,. the TOCA trips, These are the tripe run with other
nearby college outing clubs, They are ususlly co-eéd and it is truly
amazing how much you can learn about handling a canoe from some frail
1ook1ng 11ttle callege girl,

Thouvh trips are by far the most 1mnortant phase of ROC activity
the club has in the past sponsored or c05ponsored the Winter Carnival,
the Campus Carnival, and various square dances, The club members: scem
far out of oheracter worrying about .petty business detalls, seelng to
decoretions and entertalnment, and hawking tickets about the campus.
The satisfeoction of a Job well done, however 18 ample" compensation,
and the affeirs ‘are sometimes profitable to the club, : e

A MORE P_ERSONAL VIEW

Just to get a candid camers picture of the ROC in action, suppose
you, are an amature outdoorsmen of sorts.‘y(or maybe ‘you are s profes-
sionsll) In any case you mensge to get around s little in this great
out~of-doors and during the course of your travels you observe the o
following very singuler incidencest

. You are out enJoying the beauties of Tongue Mt, Trall in the
Spring, . You ‘pause . sl the lookout above Turtle Island to teke in the
magnificent view of Lake George. Thoughts of home never enter your

- mind., But faintly at first, then stronger, comes an odor very remin-

iscent of Saturday night dinner at Loy Chong s Chop Seuy House back
home, Then you notice a group of red shirted campers sbolt a fire on
the 1sland below. What could it possibly be? Why the ROC at one of

their famous dinners of Chow Mein a la Turtle Island, of course,




Our next scene takes you to the myriad of trails on North Mt., You
ust topping Jacob's Ladder when Yyou hear the faint sound of a bus

Before you have time to regain your breath to continue the climb .

ire engulfed by a tide of red-shirts rdeing down the mountain side.
w pick yourself up and dust yourself off, now down at the base of
tountain a few feet from the lake, you stare in wonder at the horde
'rging orn the bus. The meaning of all this? Why just the end of
ler ROC Worth-South Mt. trlp. . -

Skllng is your. pleasure this | time, at Stowe, Vt. You have paused
le side of the trail to tighten a boot strap when you detect the .

| of music rolllng agross themountain side. You marvel that sound
.d travel so far in this snowe-muted world. But the musgic seems to
,0sér now and much loader. Suddenly a Tigure appears from around
end in the trail and sweeps by you with precise christies, .all
mile casually singing and playing a small accordian! He breaks
tong to shout 2 greeting; then disappears again, his red shirt

s waving a final farewell. Who was it? You've guessed it.

You are hlklng along the dirt road leading up tosthe summit of

ik Mt.,” As you round the hairpin turn your eye travels causually
the line of cliffs above you, .Suddenly a2 chill of horror courses
spine, for there silhouted against the sky is the unmistakeable
of = hum2n being dangling from =n overhang high above the road.
)reak into a dead run, all the while knowing that even should you
| the spot below him, you can be of no earthly help to him, Then
horror turns to surprise a2s he slowly &limbs up and over, as calm
iy fly on.your cieling. You stand and stare at the spot he has:

so amazingly disappeared from, Then your horror returns with a
a8 he scems to staggér backwards to the edge, his movements an
.21ng unreality of slow motion. He hangs there for an instant,
‘eet still on the rock but his bod at an insane angle over the =L
'e Then he plummets earthward!! Your former surprlse was a8 INo=
Ly however, when his fall is abruptly checked in mid air and he

;s in a graceful arc toward the cliff, knees absorbing the shock
mtact and pushing him away again to continue his mad descent,

-1y your eyes become more accostomed to the distance and brightness
rou perceive the hair-like line of the rope which is his wings,.

3 now frank curiosity which brings you to the point below him,

¢ you will find? But of ceurse!, your old friends the "red-shirts"
‘or = -day of sport on the rocks. You have. finally caught up with

]

All this sound fantistic? Well at least Ilmplausible, 3But the
fiction has been your own presencée in each scene (with the pos-

b exception of.a little streteching to Till in the details and make
ter story)., What's more, - this is your invitation to be "on the
ie looking out" when' such tales unfold in the futuru. , -





